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STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION 
Private Members� Business � Wednesday, 3 December 2008 � Motion 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys � Leader of the House) [12.16 pm]: I move � 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable private members� business to 
take precedence on Wednesday, 3 December 2008 from 4.00 pm to 6.00 pm.  

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [12.16 pm]: The opposition is agreeable to the request of the Leader of the 
House, which will, in effect, reduce the length of time for private members� business from three hours to two 
hours�that is from four o�clock to six o�clock this evening. The opposition will give up an hour of what is 
generally known as opposition time on the basis that the house will sit longer this evening in order to deal with 
the legislative priorities of the government. Assuming that this is the last parliamentary sitting week�that may 
or may not be the case�it is customary for oppositions to agree with such manoeuvres by the government at this 
time of the year and this opposition is no exception. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys � Leader of the House) [12.17 pm]: I thank the leader of opposition business. 
He is quite right to say that this convention has happened for many years. I know that when the Liberals were in 
opposition and I was the leader of opposition business, I was always very happy to accommodate such requests 
from the government of the day. Unless the member for Rockingham knows something that I do not know, the 
government has no intention to sit longer than this week. If he has any doubts, he should talk to his backbenchers 
who are totally opposed to the idea and who have incessantly lobbied me. 

Mr M. McGowan: Who? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I certainly will not name them because I do not wish to embarrass them. However, as 
Mr Speaker is aware, we will sit later this evening because we have a legislative program that, for the benefit of 
all Western Australians, we must get through before the Christmas break. I thank opposition members for their 
cooperation.  

Question put and passed.  

The SPEAKER: Before we proceed and on the basis of the decision just made to suspend standing orders, I 
inform members that a dinner break will be taken this evening, with the house rising at 6.00 pm and resuming at 
7.00 pm.  
 


